
Sharing biodiversity knowledge
across international borders

Mandate from the Summit of the Americas
Create an Internet-based forum for technical and scientifi c collaboration 
for the collection, exchange, and use of biodiversity information relevant 
to decision-making and education 

• Select and encourage adoption   
 of internationally accepted     
 standards
 - exchange protocols
 - record formats
 - controlled vocabularies

• Share tools, methodologies,     
 expertise
• Participate in international technical  
  meetings

Thematic Networks of IABIN
Provide access to information, coordinate technology, 
build capacity for information exchange, facilitate 
inclusion of biodiversity themes in national agendas.

• Specimens
• Species 
• Ecosystems 
• Pollinators 
• Protected Areas

Thematic Networks 
Under Development

IABIN Invasives Information Network (I3N) 

Coordinating Institution: National Biological Information Infrastructure (USA)

Distributed but Integrated Network
• Searchable, distributed inventory of invasive species lists, experts, projects, data sets
• Each country’s information is controlled by that country
• Global access to all inventories from a single entry-point that includes a cross-   
 country search and display capability
• Data providers add, change, and delete information at will and decide how to display  
 the information on their Web sites

Collaboration
• Global Invasive Species Information Network
• IUCN Invasive Species Specialist Group/Global Invasive Species Database
• Global Invasive Species Program
• 16+ local institutions
• 12 countries active, 5+ new countries joining 

Resources
• Search capability for invasive species inventories
• Data-entry forms for the creation of standardized records in accepted format (Dublin  
 Core Metadata Standard)
• Automated output in XML-tagged text fi les useful to other Web users
• NBII hosts I3N records from any provider at no charge
• Extensive bilingual Web site that contains a repository for data, instructions,    
 documents, and publications
• Virtual community in the NBII Portal
• Listserv

Future services
• GIS data layers for particular species, taxonomic identifi cation keys, species fact   
 sheets by region, maps, refi ned search capabilities, case studies of impacts and    
 successful control, training, more!

For More Information:
A. Grosse: agrosse@usgs.gov

www.iabin.net, www.iabin-us.org
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• Provider controls data
• Respect for intellectual property 
• Free and universal access 
• Broadly inclusive and collaborative
• Oriented toward science and 
 sustainable development
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Red Interamericana de Información sobre Biodiversidad      Rede Interamericana de Informação sobre Biodiversidade
Réseau interaméricain d’information sur la biodiversité      Interamerikaans Biodiversiteit Informatienetwerk

• Support exchange of information across political, 
linguistic, and institutional boundaries

• Provide access to biodiversity information
• Enhance informatics capacity
• Link to global biodiversity networks 

Implementation Project (2004-2009)

USD $6 million grant: Global Environment Facility 
USD $24 million cofi nancing: 70+ institutions 
throughout the Americas 

Develop 6 Thematic Networks
Support data providers by providing, grants, tools,
and training 
Create tools to improve usefulness of data for
decision makers

• Clearinghouse Mechanism (CHM) of the Convention on 
Biological Diversity

- Countries encouraged to designate CHM Focal Point 
as IABIN Focal Point

- IABIN supports CHM implementation in Western 
Hemisphere

• Global Biodiversity Information Facility (GBIF)
- IABIN is an Associate Member and participates 
 in subcommittees
- IABIN will build a node for data from 26 countries
 that are not GBIF members

• National Biological Information Infrastructure (NBII)
  - Coordinated by the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS)
  - Leads development of several core tools

Key  Partners

34 national governments, nongovernmental and inter-
governmental organizations, universities, natural history 
collections, and private sector 

Participants

• Multilingual Web sites with documents,    
 publications, and tools:        
 www.iabin.net, www.iabin-us.org
• Invasive species network tools to create 
 and share invasive species inventories,    
 listserv, virtual community, and repository  
 for data
• Searchable catalog of biodiversity data sources in Latin America and the  
 Caribbean—in Spanish, Portuguese, and English
• Searchable image library of Western Hemisphere species, with    
 scientifi cally validated metadata
• Tools to catalog and search Web resources effectively
• Search of invasive species inventories in 12 countries
• BioBot: intelligent search agent for biological community
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The Conference of the 
Parties to the Convention 
on Biological Diversity 
stated that it ". . . 
welcomes the ‘I3N’ . . . 
and calls on the Global 
Environment Facility, 
Parties, Governments and 
relevant organizations to 
support and participate in 
these initiatives." 

Participants in I3N
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